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AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL




Amnesty International Salisbury Group

Minutes of Monthly Meeting on Thursday 9th January 2014

 7.30 pm at 4, Victoria Road.

	
	
	

	1
	Chairman’s Welcome

Andrew welcomed everyone and registered the sadness of the group at Ursula’s passing.  There will be a memorial service in the cathedral at 10.30 Monday 21st April.  Fiona has written to Ursula’s niece with condolences from the group. Michael and Chantelle will produce an article for the blog and the next newsletter.  

Everyone would like to send our best wishes to Tony.

Present: Andrew, Daphne, Eddie, Peter, Lesley, Michael P, Michael S, Fiona and Karen 

Apologies: Jane, Jonathan and Dick.

Minutes of the previous meeting. Accepted as read.


	

	2
	Treasurer’s Report


£335.72 in the Current Account and £38.51 cash. Total Balance of £374.23


	

	3
	Update on campaigns

Lesley wrote to thank Gill Cleverly for the workshop and produced a summary of starting points from the ideas raised to co-ordinate all groups for the year.

DEATH PENALTY SUMMARY – MARCH 2014

General

• Reggie Clemons – Amnesty USA reports that the court hearing before the Missouri Supreme Court Justices took place on 4th February.  Reggie’s parents and a band of supporters travelled to attend.  It is likely to be weeks – possibly months – before a decision is reached.  This could mean a new trial, keeping Reggie on death row, or setting a new execution date.

• Michael Taylor – Missouri – Taylor’s lawyers launched a legal challenge against his execution by an unofficial, compounded version of Phenobarbital.  The Oklahoma pharmacy refused to supply this, but another source was found and Taylor was executed on 26th February

• USA – Louisiana – Glenn Ford was released after 30 years on death row.  Found guilty of murder and sentenced to death in 1984, a new witness has come forward to exonerate him.  He had been tried with a selected all-white jury, his legal representation was inexperienced, testimony from 3 experts was inconclusive if not wrong, and the only ‘witness’ has since admitted she gave false testimony.

Eddie commented that we only hear about DP cases but feels that injustice happens very often in long term sentences as well.

• Death Row Stories – CNN are producing a series of one-hour documentaries ‘unraveling the truth behind murder cases’.  Executive produced by Alex Gibney and Robert Redford, and narrated by Susan Sarandon, the stories call into question various beliefs surrounding America’s justice system and the death penalty.

• Useful Death Penalty site – http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org
Urgent Actions

• Iran –

o UA137/12 – two Ahwazi Arab men executed; three at risk – circulated to DPLWG 14th Feb

o UA 39/14 – Rouholla Tavana at risk of execution for charges including ‘insulting the Prophet’.  Circulated to DPLWG 26th Feb

• Malaysia – UA 22/14 – update – Chandran s/o Paskaran spared execution on 7th Feb but remains at risk. Circulated to DPLWG urgent action this month

• USA – Florida - UA 34/14 – Ernest Suggs – exhausted appeals and seeking clemency.  Supported by judge who sentenced him to death in 1992.  Circulated to DPLWG make urgent action this month

• USA – Texas – UA 48/14 – Anthony Doyle.  Scheduled to be executed 27th March for execution committed 18 days after 18th birthday.  Circulated to DPLWG.  This month’s Group DP Urgent Action.

Death Penalty Group Campaigning

• Death Penalty Vigil – planned date of Saturday 22nd March may need to be changed – Jonathan to advise on the new date. 

• Ideas from Campaigning Workshop for consideration:

o Focus on Belarus – last country in Europe to have retained the Death Penalty LC will contact AIUK for anything on mini campaign

o World Day Against the Death Penalty – 10th October – stall with lapel badges (Dick to investigate) probably n cheese Market 

Equatorial Guinea

Ponciano Mbomio Nvo justice site stated he has been reinstated but not confirmed by amnesty.  Also the release of Esono Nosogo.

North Korea

The summary document of Commission of Inquiry report into human right abuses in North Korea was discussed; please see attachment for the full summary. 

The sub group meeting planning date for the 15th April petition will be on the 2nd April at Karen’s house.


	

	4
	Publicity/ human rights/ John Glen

Andrew wrote to John Glen at the House of Commons one week after our last meeting but as of today has received no reply. Andrew will write again.


	

	5
	Report on website and newsletter

The new website is up and running http://salisburyai.wordpress.com
There is an option for dropping ‘wordpress’ from the address at a cost of $15.00.

The only disadvantage to the new website is that Peter is unable to get our logo onto the front of the design without extra cost.

The advantages are:

· That we can see how many hits the site has had and from where

· Others can post articles using a password

· People can comment on anything posted

· The agenda and minutes can be uploaded

· Peter will start to upload recent photos

· Each campaign can have its own page

	

	6
	Proposed Magna Carta Conference

Ideas for the conference were discussed including:

· Inviting author’s publishing relevant books.

· Possible venues e.g. Cathedral, Sarum College and Waterstones.

· Holding the event over 2 days, Friday & Saturday in September 2015.

· The group felt that a maximum of 8 events was manageable.

· Peter to contact Sarah to discuss plans.

· It was agreed we need a good key note speaker PLEASE COULD EVERY PONDER THIS AND MAKE SUGGESTIONS.

	

	7
	Proposed Policy on Sex Workers

IT was agreed this is a huge issue and the group feels it needs to be better informed to respond to AIUK’s Questionnaire. It was decided therefore not to respond.


	

	8
	Monthly Action

Two have been chosen this month see above in Death Penalty Report.

It was agreed to keep to one Death Penalty Appeal per month.


	

	9
	Other forthcoming events

· White Elephant Stall 21st June, not too many books and please keep them light, no electrical goods and any individual items of value could be auctioned on eBay with the money going to Amnesty.


	

	10
	Venues for Future Meetings

Fiona and Tony were thanked for hosting meetings in the past; Fiona will also be hosting next month.


	

	11
	AOB

After discussion it was decided to not approach the larger Amnesty membership about the group activities.  However there is on going consideration of how to increase the number of active members. 


	

	12
	Next Meeting

10 April at 7.30 pm, 4 Victoria Road.
	


